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THE BRETHREN EVANGELIST. 


Symbols, 

By R. F. M allot. 
The world is full of t he m. The church is full 
of them. They are a necessity in sUte and in 
church. Without the throne we could not really 
understand the power of the king over the peasant. 
Without the crown — state cap of royalty — we 
could not feel the honor* due him. Without an 
ensign on a ship we would not know to what na 
tion it belonged. If there is no power in symbols, 
why does the roar of musketry cease ; the clashing of 
battle hush, when the flag of truce is raised ? 
But I wish to notice the purpose, and the possi- 
ble abuse of symbols in the church. 

1. The cross is a symbol of our religion — the 
ipirit of Christ under the throes death. It is spok 
en of by our blessed Redeemer as a burden be- 
longing to each individual who presumes to follow 
Him. Whosoever will come after me, let him 
deny himself, and take his cross and follow me 
Mark 8:34. Whosoever doth not bear his 
cix>33 and come after me, cannot be my disciple. 
Luke 14 : 27. The pronoun "his" and the verb 
"bear," we invite special attention to. The Signiti 
cant symbol is taken from the cross of capital 
punishment among the ancients, and sets forth to 
the minds of the disciples ol Christian principles, 
the idea of crucifying the flesh. See Gat. 5:24, 
also Ool. 3 : 5. 

Now they who are in the flesh need the symbol of 
the cross to crucify all malice, envy, illwill, hat- 
red, lust, evil concupiscense, covet ousness e tc, etc. 
There is so much in the flesh to be crucified. It 
is not strange indeed that we must carry this cross 
daily on the shoulders of the soul and see that our 
old Ada in it- traits are dying. See to it brother, 
that you possess a cross, Don't dej>end on the 
Latin Cross, Ah ! here a door swings open that 
leads thousands of deluded souls into a repository 
filled with abused symbols. Crosses for church 
spires, crosses for tomb stones, crosses for official 
robes, single crosses, double crosses, patriarchal 
crosses, temple crosses, St. Andrew and St. Pat- 
rick's cross, etc. 

Father of lights, let us turn from -this abiding 
error to the invisible cross which cannot be seen, 
yet its weight felt in these poor weak tempted 
bodies of ours. Help us to conquor all evil, not 
by adoring the symbols of our religion ; but thee, 
God, through all emblems that teach more pow- 
erfully Thy great love to the brotherhood of hu- 
manity. The despised cross upon which Emanuel 
was made a spectacle of shame to a sinful world is 
suggestive of the reproach that must be endured 
in maintenance of right principles amid tempta- 
tions to the .reverse. Is the midst of insults the 
world would have revenge, but from the cross 
planted on the hill of Calvary comes in tones of 
tenderness watered by the sweat of Oethsemane, 
"Father forgive them." Let the cross to us be the 
symbol of this Conquor's spirit, subduelng self, 
Satan and the wicked spirits of humanity. 

But I am pained at heart to see so many seek- 
ing to enjoy victory without having a battle. 
There is a prevailing disposition to make an out- 
ward show in symbols that the brain may be satis- 
fied without the heart going out from the services 
to its God. "This people draweth nigh unto me 
with their mouth and honoureth me with their 
lips ; but their heart is far from me. Math. 15 ; 8, 
is needful for modern reproof as well as primitive. 
The glorious triumph of Christianity over Judaism 
was not in consequence of numerical strength, but 
heart- felt devotion ; love that would forgo all 
things that might be won — attracted to the cross. 

(7o be continued.) 


A Good Spirit. 
There are many people who have much to say 
about persons having a good spirit, and they pro- 
nounce their judgment in such cases with very lit- 
tle hesitation or investigation. The man who 
looks meek, talks smooth, and keeps quiet and 
never gets oxcitcd, is supposed to have a good 
spirit. Of course hypocrites and rascals come to 
understand this, and it becomes their chief aim to 
maintain and unruffled demeanor ; and while they 
are perhaps plotting the basest wickedness, they 
can smirk and smile, and murder while they smile. 


There is nothing about which people are more 
liable to be deceived than about thin question of 
"a good spirit." Even to his disciples our Saviour 
said, "Ye know not what manner of spirit ye are 
of;" and if persons are deceived regarding their 
own spirit, how much more likely are they to be 
deceived regarding the spirit of others 

If a man undertakes to rebuke iniquity, expose 
wrong, and uncover hypocrisy, h» is very likely to 
be denounced as having a bad spirit. The man is 
indignant at wrongs which ate perpretrated, and 
his indignation shows itself, while the men who 
il» the wrong go on in the calmest possible man- 
ner, and dodging the charges which he makes and 
the accusations which he brings, think it sufficient 
to comment on his "bad spirit" and assume an ex- 
tra tone of sanctimoniousness, which in the esti- 
mation of the unthinking "covers a multitude of 
sins." 

The fact is, the men who make so much ado 
about the "good spirit" and the "bad spirit," some- 
times act as if they had no spirit at all. "You 
must control your temper," said one man to anoth- 
er, who was excited at some wrong. "Control 
my temper !" said he, "I control more temper in 
hall an hour than you do in six months." There 
is very little temper in a pewter spoon, and it is 
possible for people to be so indifferent to right and 
wrong that nothing arouses them or affects them. 
Such persons allow evils to go on unchallenged 
and n n rebuked, until some one, wearied of the ont- 
rageous acts of evil men, dares to speak out, and 
then straightway it is said that he has "a bad 
spirit." 

There were, no doubt, hundreds of men who 
knew that Herod was a wrong- doer and a sinner, 
but there was one man who dared to tell him of it. 
That man undoubtedly had "a bad spirit." He 
talked about the "generation of vipers" and "the 
damnation of hell," and, at least in the judgment 
of Herodias, as well as of some of the leading re 
ligious people, he was very harsh and severe ; and 
so John lost his life, while the men who allowed 
Herod to goon in his ungodly work without rebuke, 
had "a good spirit," and kept their heads out of 
Herodias' charger. 

A good spirit is a holy spirit; but a holy spirit 
hates wrong, fights against evil, and rebukes iniq- 
uity, defends the right and takes the consequences, 
which are often very far from agreeable. 

The prophet Jeremiah, no doubt, in the estima- 
tion of the people had a very bad spirit. God said 
to him. "1 have set thee for a tower and a fortress 
among my people, that th*m mayest know and try 
their way. They are all grevious revolters, walk- 
ing with slanders : they are brass and iron ; they 
are all corrupters." J er. vi. ^7, 28. They had a re- 
volting and a rebellious heat t, and the prophet Jere- 
miah was bidden to rebuke them. To him God said, 
"Behold I have made thee this day a defenced city, 
and an iron pillar, and brazen walls against the 
whole land, against the kings of J udah, against 
the princes thereof, against I he priests thereof, and 
against the people of the land. And they shall 
fight against thee ; but they shall not prevail 
agaiiiBt thee ; for I am with thee, saith the Lird, to 
deliver thee." Jer. i. 18, 19, No doubt the 
prophet had "a hard spirit." It required a man of 
iron and brass to stand against the iniquity that 
surrounded Jeremiah at that time. 

So God said to Ezekiel "The house of Israel 
will not hearken unto thee ; for they will not heark- 
en unto me: tor all the house of Israel are impu- 
dent and hard -hearted. Behold, I have made thy 
face strong against their luces ; and thy forehead 
strong against their forheads. As an adamant, 
harder than flint have I made thy forehead. Fear 
them not, neither be dismayed at their looks, 
though they be a rebellious house." Ezek. iii. 7, 9. 
The man whose forehead was harder than flint, 
hard as an adamant, doubtless was regarded as 
having a very hard spirit, but he was sent of God 
to tell the truth in the ears of a rebellious people. 
The sweet-spirited man, who never had any 
trouble with anybody, could never be trusted to 
convey the message of God to rebellious and apos- 
tate Israel ; and so at the present time there are 
men of kind and gentle spirit wbo never make any 
trouble, but who never will do the work which 


God requires men to do. Hence, till these men of 
good spirit get ready to tell the truth and face the 
enemy, the Lord will find use for men of courage 
and zeal, men whose faces are made, not ol dough 
or putty, but whose foreheads are harder than flint, 
as hard as adamant.— Safeguard. 


International Sunday School Lessons. 


BY BEV. F. B. HABGItKAVES. 

Lesson 7. May lUUt, 

THE NOBLEMAN'S SON. 

John iv, 43-54. Golden Text, John iy, 50. 
Time, January, A. D. 28. Place, Can a, in Galilee, 
and Capernaum, a city on the shores of the Sea of 
Galilee. ' 

Leaving the hospitable Sychar, Jesus traveled 
■orth wards to Galilee. His way led Him past the 
remodeled city of Samaria, then called Se baste, 
glittering with its magnificent temple and public 
buildings, its triumphal arches and theatres and 
baths. It was then in its glory and was a splendid 
monument of Roman aggrandizement ami jwwer. 
Passing through the Samaritan country He .came 
into Galilee, and avoiding His old Nazarene home, 
He went to Cana, the place where lie performed 
His first miracle. This was on His first return 
from Jordan, and now His second return is about 
to be marked in a similar manner. Nine or ten 
months had passed away since then, and He had 
become well-known and honored in the laud, and 
His reputation as a Healer had been heralded lar 
and wide. At certain seasons of the year dwellers 
on the shores of Galilee were more or less subject 
to fevers, owing to the heat and the marshy nature 
of the district. A rich man of Capernaum hod a 
son who was thus taken' sick about this time. 
Human skill availed naught in his favor, and the 
anxious and loving parent turned In* eyes anxious- 
ly towards Him who was said to he the great 
Healer, lie hurried t© Cana, some twenty or 
twenty- five miles distant, and at once sought an 
enter view with .Jesus. The disci pies had gone to 
their several homes, and the Savior was slaying, 
probably with a friend, (juicily enjoying that 
social and domestic life which was always a pleas- 
ure to Him, He is informed that a distinguished 
stranger wishes to see Him. Christ not only 
blessed and sanctified the social and domestic rela- 
tions of life, but He invariably showed courtesy to 
those with who He cxrae in contact. He received 
the stranger and heard his request. There stood 
the man, his whole nature stirred to its inmost 
depths with tho fear that his son might die. There 
he stood, earnestly hoping that Jesus might save 
the boy's life. The Master saw at once that he 
only regarded Him as a healer of physical pain 
and disease, and so He asked him, substantially, 
why he came to Him for physical healing, and how 
it was that he had no sense of need ot spiritual 
healing. The man repeated bis request, and then 
the Master quietly told him, "'Go thy way ; thy 
son liveth." The divine message entered his soul 
and he believed, and started on the homeward 
journey of twenty miles or more. That night he 
rested on his way, the path being somewhat dan- 
gerous, and next morning as he started out again 
he met some of his servants who had come to meet 
him and to tell him there was no need to bring the 
great Healer any further, for his son was better, 
And when he asked them at what hour his son be- 
gan to improve, he found that it was the same 
hour that Jesus bad said, "Thy son liveth." He 
went home believing on the Son of God, whom he 
now recognized as the Messiah, and not only him- 
self but his whole house believed on Jesus. 

So to human hearts and human lives the Christ 
is always bringing happiness and peace and joy. 

LESSOX THOUGHTS. 

1. In all affairs of life ask help of Jesus. 

2. Ha ye faith in Christ ; He is able to deliver 
you. 

3. God is everywhere, and His power is over 
all His creatures. 

4. Christ can heal the sin- sick soul. 


Useful knowledge can have no enemies, except- 
ing the ignorant ; it cherishes youth, delights the 
aged, is an ornament in prosperity, and yields com- 
fort in adversity. 


